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In October 1962, when the United States confronted the Soviet Union over its installation of missiles

in Cuba, few people shared the behind-the-scenes story as it is told here by the late Senator Robert

F. Kennedy. In this unique account, he describes the hour-by-hour negotiations, with particular

attention to the actions and views of his brother, President John F. Kennedy. In a foreword to this

edition, the distinguished historian and Kennedy adviser Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., discusses the

book's enduring importance and the significance of new information about the crisis that has come

to light from the former Soviet Union.
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"Thirteen Days", a memoir by Robert Kennedy has become one of the most insightful and

behind-the-scenes accounts of one of the most studied military confrontations in history. It was a

time in which the world looked nuclear annihilation directly in the eyes over the course of 13

dramatic days in October of 1962.RFK, an intricate player throughout the process, lays out in

chilling recollection the Cuban Missile Crisis and how close we actually came to that fateful day

when the world's superpowers would square off with nuclear weapons. RFK's first-hand account

articulately provides a perspective on what was going on in the minds of the players involved. It

allows the reader to understand the enormous weight their decisions carried, as well as all of the

pressures that affected each of them.While a generation remembers a stoic President Kennedy

giving his on-air address condemning the soviet supply of offensive weapons into Cuba, "13 Days"



brings into account all of the human factors that affected these men as they sought to do what they

felt was right.This was a time in our nation's history when leadership was most needed. With the

encouragement of the President, these individuals sought to learn from the mistakes of the past

while also sympathizing with the Soviets who were also thrust into this position. The Soviets would

not let a military attack go unwarranted, but at the same time had families of their own and ultimately

wanted the same outcome from this standoff; a peaceful conclusion.The decisions that were made

by the ExComm would impact the history of the world and all of its inhabitants. It was a trying time

that tested the souls of the leaders of the world and proved to be a turning point in world events.
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